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Goal:  $150,000,000 


Miss,  diurches  make  Lottie  top  listings 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  As  ^uthem 
Baptist  churdies  set  their  sights 
on  a  record  $150  nuUion  goal 
for  their  Lottie  Moon  Christiiras 
Offering  for  International 


Its  sacnnaai  giving  to  me  otter¬ 
ing  in  2003. 

West  Kemper  Church,  De 
Kalb,  made  the  top  five  list  for 
per  capita  giving  among  the 
southern  Baptist  Convention's 
40/X)0  churdies.  Ihe  church's  36 
members  gave  $12/100,  for  a  per 
capita  amount  oi  more  fiian  $^. 

(■We  are  grateful  for  the 
impressive  offerings  of  many  of 
our  la^er  churches,"  said 
International  Mission  Board 
President  Je^  Rankin,  a 
Mississippi  native,  'but  it  was  an 
emotkmal  experience  to  receive 
testimonies  ncnii  many  smaller 
con«egations  that  went  above 
and  QfWQnLudltt  ^^ad  ever 
given  befote  or  would  envision 
beir^  a  posdl^ty." 

"u's  not  about  being  a  big 
church,  but  it's  about  cnurch- 
es  getting  a  passion  for  mis¬ 
sions  andgivmg  to  missions," 
said  Billy  Hoffman,  IMB 
director  of  development. 

West  Kemper  Church  was 
fifth  largest  giver  per  capita 
to  the  2003  offering  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
"We're  just  mission-minded 
people,'’  said  Virginia 
Darnell,  a  member  of  the 
church  for  over  fifty  years. 
"We  always  have  been.''^ 


"Tommy  Jones,  West 
Kemper's  former  pastor,  stressed 
missions  giving  during  his  years 
of  service  at  the  chuim  Th^ve 
given  in  large  part  because  of  his 
preaching  ana  his  leadership," 
said  Bui  Ready,  Kemper 
Association  missions  director. 

Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
joining  West  Kemper  Church 
on  the  per  capita  Top  100  list 
for  2003  incluae: 

•  First  Church,  Gulfport,  at 
$131.97  per  capita. 

•  Bemany  Church,  Calhoun 
city,  at  $126.^  per  capita. 

•  Sylvarena  Church, 
Raleigh,  at  $114.48  ^r  capita. 

•  Bay  ^rings  Qiurch,  Bay 
Sprinra,  at  $113.15  per  capita. 

•  First  Church,  Lumberton, 
at  $111.84  per  capita. 

Souttiem  Baptists  responded 
last  year  bv^ving  a  record 
$136,204,648.  'Hiat  total  was  an 
increase  of  almost  $21.2  million 
—  18.4%  —  over  the  year 
before  when  chinches  fell  $10 
million  short  of  ffie  goal. 

A  number  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  also  made  ^ 
total  dollars  Top  100  list  for  ffie 
2003  offering: 

•  First  Church,  Jackson,  wiffi 
$329/304.19  —  the  top  chuich  in 
Mississippi. 

•  First  Church,  Gulfport, 
witii  $226/)69.12  —  the  only 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  to 
make  bom  Top  100  lists. 

•  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  with  $141/)5734. 

•  Broadmoor  Church, 

Madison,  witii  $114,847.^. 


•  First  Church,  Columbus, 
with  $100,632.44. 

•  First  Church,  Madison, 
with  $83,209.32. 

As  Southern  Baptists  have 
begun  collecting  the  Lottie  Moon 
O&ring  fbr  tiiu  year,  their  mi& 
sionaries  are  looking  to  them 
again  to  support  the  amazing 
number  of  new  workers  God  has 
been  calling  to  overseas  service. 

"Southern  Baptist  missions 
is  faith  missions,”  Hoffman 
said.  "We  trust  God  will  speak 
to  the  hearts  of  Soutnern 
Baptists  to  sacrifice  and  give 
generously  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering." 

Last  year,  there  were  about 
10/XX)  Southern  Baptist  churches 
tiiat  didn't  partiapate  in  tiie 
offering.  Hoffman  hopes  tiie 
smaller  churches  like  West 
Kao^ier  Church  that  have  set  a 
tremendous  example  in  their  giv- 
ing  will  encourage  other  congre- 
gations.  to  paitirmale  this  year.  • 

These  smaller  churches 
helped  release  missionaries 
so  mey  could  go  to  the  field," 
he  said.  "They  can  contact 
friends  at  other  churches  and 
say,  'Our  church  made  a  dif¬ 
ference,  so  can  yours.'" 

First  Church,  St  Jos^h,  Mo., 
topped  ^  per  capita  li^  by  col¬ 
lecting  $341,36855.  With  374 
members,  tiiat  amount  aver¬ 
ages  out  to  $912.75  per  member. 
Iney  were  the  only  church  to 
cracx  the  ^  10  list  for  both  pre 
cajMta  giving  and  total  doDais. 

Bettendon  Mission  Church, 
Bettendorf,  Iowa,  made  the  top 


five  list  witii  only  tiiree  mem¬ 
bers,  collecting  a  total  of  $1,180. 
That  amount  averages  out  to 
$393.33  per  member.  Other 
churches  included  in  the  tcm 
five  were  Peninsula  Church, 
Grove,  Calif.,  $6/)00,  witii  16 
members;  and  Peace  Haven 
Church,  Wikesboro,  N.C., 
$3/)20.77,  witii  nine  members. 

Calvary  Church,  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  sits  at  tiie  top  of  tile 
total  dollars  list  after  collecting 
$763403.27.  Witii  about  5/X» 
members,  the  church  also  earned 
a  spot  on  the  top  100  per  capita 
list  Their  gift  breaks  down  to  an 
average  a  (153.08  per  member 
The  four  otiier  wurches  that 
made  tiie  top  five  were  First 
Church  Rogm,  R^ers,  Ark., 
$515,328.77;  First  Church,  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  $474,084.89; 
Prestonwood  Church,  Plano, 
Texas,  $377400;  and  Concord 
First  Church,  Knoxville,  Term., 
$344,170.23.  - 

Through  Southern  Bapti^ 
continuea  simport,  more  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  M  able  to  reach  a 
lost  world,  and  those  already 
on  the  field  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  sharing  the  Go^L 
"We  have  been  able  to 
remove  restrictions  on  mission¬ 
ary  appc^tments,  and  current¬ 
ly  more  tium  3/)00  candidates 
are  in  tiie  appointment 
procGM,”  Ranldn  saKi.  "We  must 
sustain  last  year’s  levd  of  gen¬ 
erous  and  sacrificial  givii^  to 
tiie  Lottie  Moon  Offering  tiiat 
those  being  called  out  of  our 
churches  can  be  obedient  to  go." 
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Stem  cell  research,  then  and  now 

In  the  raucous  public  debate  over  scientific  "We  were  all  sur- 
experimentation  on  human  stem  cells,  one  pro-  prised  at  the  fast 
experimentation  argument  has  been  heard  improvements  in  the 
above  all  the  rest  —  that  there  is  simply  no  patient,"  said  her  doctor, 
place  to  find  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  coveted  I^fessor  Song  Chang- 
cells  other  than  in  the  core  of  developing  Hoon  of  the  Chosun 
humans  at  the  emln^onic  stage.  Therefore,  tlw  University  Medical 
argument  goes,  science  should  be  excused  as  it  School  in  ^uth  Korea, 
goes  about  destroying  developing  human  life  In  July  of  this  year, 
pr  the  stem  cells  contained  in  their  embryos.  Americans  Susan  Fagt 
There  is  no  other  xvay,  we  are  told.  and  Laura  Dominguez 

Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth.  began  walking  with 

—  Editor's  Notebook  braces  after  tfiey  received 
August  23,  2001  transplants  of  ttieir  own 

■  stem  cells  into  die  dam- 

T^ack  at  the  virtual  dawn  of  a^d  cireas  of  their  ^inal 
Mattie  debate  over  stem  cell  cords.  The  stem  cells  in 
X-y  research.  The  Baptist  both 


AFTtK  iHe  CSHPOCIMfi  MBnCtf 
OP  V40|IW»ky  M0IIA  AW  A  CUOUGF 
•MTHOOT  A 


Editor's 

Notebook 


research.  The  Baphst  both  cases  were  recov- 
Record  was  among  the  small  num-  ered  from  conunon  olfoc- 
ber  of  people  and  publications  that  tory  tissue  (sense  of  smell 
hastened  to  point  out  the  true  tissue)  located  between 
nature  of  stem  cells  -  namely,  that  their  noses  and  their 
stem  cells  are  neither  rare  nor  foimd  brains,  by  Portuguese 
only  in  the  developing  human  surgeon  C^los  Lima. 
embryo.  That  was  somewhat  of  a  Brazilian  doctors 
radical  notion  back  then,  as  science  recently  announced  I 

and  business  interests  pushed  for  that  Maria  da  Graca 
the  destruction  of  embryos  on  a  Pomeceno,  who  suf-  ■ 
massive  scale  so  their  stem  cells  fered  a  brain  hemor-  ■ 
could  be  recovered.  rhage  that  left  her  par- 

Since  that  time,  human  stem  cells  alyzed  on  one  side  of 
have  been  found  in  umbilical  cord  her  body  and  unable  to 
blood,  skin,  bone  marrow,  hair  folli-  speak,  is  now  able  to 
cles,  the  nose,  and  even  fat,  to  name  just  a  walk  and  talk  — 
few  locations.  Although  all  stem  cells  from  thanks  to  a  transplant 
all  locations  are  not  equally  efficacious,  the  of  her  own  bone  marrow  stem  cells  with' 
near  future  holds  great  potential  for  work-  in  five  days  of  the  hemorrhage, 
ing  wiA  these  non-embryonic  stem  cells  so  Christians  were  right  in  not  caving  to  tiv 
that  baby  humans  don't  nave  to  die.  special  interests  ttiat  wanted  to  unneoessaril) 

On  November  25  just  past,  Hwang  Mi-  aestroy  so  many  humans.  Time  has  borne  ou 
Soon  took  her  first  shal^  steps  m  19  die  almost  complete  futility  of  dependinc 
years.  The  paralyzed  South  Korean  solely  cm  embryonic  stem  cells  for  researcr 
woman  was  tne  benehciary  of  stem  cells  and  eimerimentation  in  diis  promising  fielc 
from  umbilical  cord  blcxid  that  were  cd  medicine.  In  die  ncit-tocKlistant  future,  w< 
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The  world  next  door 

By  Bob  Reccord,  president 

North  American  Mission  Board 

Atlanta 

Soutf\em  Baptists  join  a  nawly-cieated  Christian  organization 


planning  to 


Indian  politicians  exploit  religion  for  power 

KOCHI,  India  (IBP)  -  India's  ster  its  electoral  standing  in  shape  policy  dedsiorts.  fsunilies  who  had  been  lured  t 

Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP),  polls  and  maintain  a  footing  in  By  committii^  to  the  political  become  Christians  were  brou^ 
desperately  seeking  its  way  back  India's  federal  administration.  agenda  of  a  "Hindu  Iruiia,"  the  bade  to  Hinduism." 


KOCHI,  India  (IBP)  -  India's 
Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP), 
desperately  seeking  its  way  back 
to  ^wer  m  the  Asian  giant,  is 
reverting  to  its  anti-minority 
political  platform  known  as 
'Hindutva"  or  Hindu  r\ational- 
ism,  according  to  a  Nov.  30 
report  by  Compass  Direct. 

If  the  platform  is  imple¬ 
mented,  Christians  and 
Muslims  could  face  a  back¬ 
lash  of  Hindu  extremism. 

Compass  Direct,  a 
news  service  which 
focuses  on  Christians 
worldwide  who  are  per¬ 
secuted  for  their  faith, 
reported  that  the  BJP  re¬ 
elected  L.K.  Advani  to 
party  leadership  during  a 
three-day  national  execu¬ 
tive  meeting  in  late 
November  in  Haridwar. 
Advani  was  once  sub¬ 
poenaed  by  a  court  for 
nis  involvement  in  the 
demolition  of  a  mosque. 

In  •  a  hard-hitting 
speech,  Advani  declared 
ms  party's  commitment 
to  constructing  a  "Hmdu 
India"  and  called  the 
party  "a  chosen  instru-  w 
ment  of  the  diviiw."  millii 


ster  its  electoral  standing  in 
polls  and  maintain  a  footing  in 
India's  federal  administration. 

"Let  every  adversary  of 
ours  be  warned,"  Advani  said. 
"If  anybody  tries  to  take  the 
cover  of  secularism  to  indulge 
in  anti-Hindu  politics  and 


shape  policy  dedsioris. 

By  committii^  to  the  political 
ag^da  of  a  "Hindu  Iruiia,"  the 
Bjr  likely  will  launch  a^ressive 
campeugns  against  Christian 
and  Muslim  conunuiuties, 
which  die  BJP  sees  as  siippqrtive 
of  their  political  rivals.  Christian 
and  other  minority  lead¬ 
ers  fear  a  new  backlash 
along  die  lines  of  the  ide¬ 
ological  mass  mobiliza¬ 
tion  that  preceded  the 
destruction  of  Babri 
Masjid  mosque  in 
Ayodhya  in  1992. 

Ach^  has  called  the 
oonverskn  of  tribal  ffiidus 
to  Christianily  emd 
Buddhism  "fraudulent" 
"Why  is  raising  one's 
voice  against  such  fraud¬ 
ulent  conversions  of  poor 
tribals  and  other  indige¬ 
nous  people  considered  a 
communal  act  in  this 
country?"  he  asked. 

"The  time  has  come 
to  proclaim,  emd  pro¬ 
claim  with  all  the 
courage  of  our  convic¬ 
tion,  ttiat  India  is  secu¬ 
lar  principally  because 
amnno  of  its  Hindu  ethos. 


frunilies  who  had  been  lured  to 
become  Christians  were  brou^t 
bade  to  Hinduism." 

Indian  Christian  leaders 
expressed  shock  and  dismay 
over  dw  iiKddent  "This  is  nodi- 
ing  but  a  vidous  and  hostile  hate 


said  John  Uayal,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  All  Imlia  Christian 
Council,  the  largest  Christian 
body  in  India.  "We  have  told  die 
state  government  sevo^l  times 
about  this  hate  campaign." 

Accordii^  to  Chri^ian  lead¬ 
ers,  the  mimant  VHP  plans  to 
triple  its  presence  witnin  two 
years  in  India's  hig^y  sensitive 
tribal  belt  whidi  spans  Gimurat, 
Rajasthan,  Madhya  Pradesh, 
Chattisgaih  and  Jh^khand.  The 
BJP  governs  diese  states  and  also 
forms  part  of  a  coalition  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  state  of  Orissa. 


party  "a  chr^n  instru-  WASTED  WORSHIP  — A  pilgrim,  one  among  of  its  Mindu  em^. 
ment  of  the  divine."  millions,  offers  a  gift  of  flower  petals  to  the  holy  Remove  ^s  Hmdu 
Advani's  colleague  Ganges  River  in  Uttar  Pradesh,  India.  Uttar  ethos,  ^d ^re  will  be 
and  former  Indian  pre-  Pradesh  is  the  historical  cradle  of  Hinduism,  no  Indw  left, 
mier,  Atal  Biharl  Buddhism,  and  Jainism,  yet  also  is  home  to  India  s  constitution 
Vajpayee,  endorsed  the  more  than  32  million  Muslims  —  nearly  a  third  declares  that  India  is  a 
aggressive  Hindutva  of  India's  total  Muslim  population.  Despite  seculw  st^e,  dearly 
platform.  opposition  and  persecution,  Christian  believers  providing  the  freedom 

Concern  alxnit  the  beat-  are  multiplying  rapidly  in  the  state.  (BP  photo)  fp  propagate  any  reli- 


ing  it  took  in  this  year's - 

state  assembly  elections  in 
Maharashtra  and  elsewhere  was 
evident  throu^iout  the  BJP  meet¬ 
ing.  However,  "even  if  we  fail 
here  or  tiiere,  we  will  always 
bounce  bade,"  Va^yee  said. 

Observers  say  tiie  BJP  plans 
to  encourage  more  anti- 
Christian  ana  anti-Muslim  sen¬ 
timent  across  the  nation  of  1 
billion  people  in  order  to  bol- 


- - — - - gion  or  soaal  cause. 

statecraft,  the  BJP  will  stand  in  Senior  party  functionaries 
their  paA  like  a  rock,  pre-  believe  the  BJFs  electoral  base 


their  path  like  a  rock,  pre-  believe  the  BjFs  electond  b^ 
pared  to  make  any  saoifice."  is  eroding  due  to  ttie  alienation 
At  a  recent  national  execu-  of  party  workers  and  the  mis- 
tive  meeting  in  northern  India,  management  of  BJP-ruIed 
the  BJP  chin  assured  leaders  of  sta^.  Compass  Direct  report- 
the  Rashtriya  Swayamsevak  ed,  noting  that  the  BJP  arid  its 
Sangh  (R^),  the  ideological  affiliated  organizations  have 
movement  ^t  spawnea  the  given  the  "green  light"  for  its 
BJP,  tiiat  the  party  will  return  to  cadres  to  work  against 
its  core  Hindutva  values  to  Christian  groups  which  they 

fear  are  converting  Hindus. 


"The  main  project  of  the  VHP 
is  to  wexk  in  tamem  with  tiie 
Vanvasi  Kalyan  Ashram,  which 
is  notorious  fix'  turning  tribak 
against  Christians  and  Muslims 
and  attaddng  Christian  institu- 
ticxis  and  peraonnel,"  Dayal  sakL 
Hindu  orators  have 
unleashed  a  series  of  sermons 
aga^t  Christian  thought  and 
Christian  mission  woric  m  rural 
areas.  According  to  Coim>ass 
Direct,  illiterate  villagers  have 
been  misled  by  lies  and  half- 
trutiis  spread  throu^  indige- 
noi»-language  tracts.  Christian 
leaders  now  fear  that  this 
renewed  hate  canmaign — with 
the  Messing  of  Aavani's  SyT*  — 
could  lead  m  mexe  conflict 
Advani  and  leaders  tike  him 
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tr  are  convertuu  Hindus.  are  unnerved  because  the  itew 
As  part  of  a  'homecoming"  Congress  FUty-ted  federal  gov- 

*  1  1  _  ■  ■  - _ M.  _ _ _  !_• a ^  - 


program,'  more  than  300  trflw 
Ch&tians  were  "reconverted"  to 
Hinduism  in  October  in  a  mass 
cerememy  ornmizect  by  the 
\fiahwa  ifindu  Paridiad  (\^iP,  or 
Worid  Hindu  Council)  in  the 
northeastern  state  of  OriM. 

'It  was  the  largest  purification 
program  carried  out  oy  us,"  8«kl 
Gauri  Prasad  Rafli,  sate  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  VHP.  "Three  hundred 
and  titiity-six  pec^le  from  80 


emment  is  rewriting  hisl^  texts 
for  schools.  A  pand  of  historians 
discovered  that  the  books  were 
dtered  during  ^  rule  to  indude 
rrusitiforination  on  other  faitts. 


Copyright  2004  Compo^ 
Direct,  a  news  service  based  m 
Santa  Ana,  Caltf.,  focusing  on 
Christians  worlawuie  who  are 
persecuted  for  their  faith.  Used 
oy  permission. 


The  Radio  and  Television  Commission  of  tiie  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  vote  unanimously  to  recommend  to  tiie  SBC 
Executive  Committee  that  it  be  allow^  to  move  from  its  present  site 
in  Atlanta  to  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
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Undeserving 


It  was  Sunday  morning  after 
Thanksgiving  week,  eind  i  had 
the  privilege  of  beirig  in  church 
at  my  home  church,  i  have  ttiis 
privilege  (xily  a  few  Sundi^  of 
die  y^  and  I  was  diankfm  at 
this  Thanksgivi]:^  season  for  the 
opTOrtunity  of  worshipping 
wim  the  Broadmoor  femuy.  As 
diuiches  all  across  die  Southern 
Be^itist  Convention  were  doing, 
they  focused  on  die  Week  of 
Pra^  for  fotematkxial  Missions 
and  die  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 


Schiavo  waits 
as  court  case 
moves  ahead 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


^=gBggggB===  ■  ■  — moment  of  redection  where  we 
wdiile  and  she  told  me  she  was  so  serving  I  was  of  everything  she  realize  and  remember  that  each  of 
glad  diat  she  had  the  opportunity  had  thou^t  and  said  us  is  unworthy  and  undeserving  cf 

to  meet  my  sweet  w%.  I  said,  As  I  walked  along,  the  Lord  the  ou^>ourii^  of  goodness  and 
"Wonder^!"  She  told  me  iidiy  began  to  impress  upon  my  mind  blessings  ftom  the  Lead  or  from 

_ _  she  was  there  on  diat  Sunday  how  right  I  was  about  being  tiiose  around  us  l^ho  may  have 

Offoing.  In  foct,  die  president  of  morning.  She  was  fiOTi  out  of  undeserving.  I  was  undeserving  mistaken  us  to  be  somebody  we  are 
the  Intematicai^  Mission  Board,  state  ai^  had  heard  diat  I  was  not  caily  of  the  comments  made  not  or  to  be  more  than  we  are. 

Jerry  Rankin,  was  diere  to  bring  going  to  be  ^leaking  and  wanted  by  a  lady  vsdio  had  mistaken  me  All  of  diat  brinra  us  back  to  an 

die  message  ^lnd  a  word  of  chaP  to  stay  to  hear  me  so  she  delayed  for  someone  else,  but  undeserv-  understanding  of  now  good  God 
lenge  and  encouragement  to  t^  going  home  by  a  day.  Itwastnen  ^  of  all  of  the  enormous  bless-  is  to  us,  that  while  we  are  unde- 
churdi.  He  did  an  outstanding  I  reatized  ^  diought  I  was  the  mgs  He  has  showered  upem  my  serving  He  still  loves  us.  While 
job  as  he  reminded  us  of  God^  guy  had  just  biouglit  the  life.  Am  I  deserving  of  die  bless-  we  may  not  understand,  we  only 
gcxxln^  toward  us  and  the  message.  She  then^t  I  was  Jerry  ings  of  being  bom  m  the  United  become  worthy  because  He  who 
great  c^}portunities,respansibili-  Ranldn.  I  also  realized  that  every-  States  of  Ani^ca?  Did  I  deserve  lives  in  us  makes  us  wordiy.  His 
ana  blessing  ^t  are  oius  thing  diat  she  had  said  about  my  being  bom  into  the  fomily  from  grace  is  sufficient  for  us  and  we 
as  we  tell  die  Goexi  News  of  wife,  iny  message,  my  leadership,  whiai  I  received  so  many  spiri-  become  deserving  because  Jesus 
Jesus'  life-changing  presence  my  inmxnce,  and  me  were  ^  tual  helps?  Am  I  deserving  of  the  is  ours.  This  should  stimulate  us 
among  us.  It  was  a  fine  diat  we  100%  totally  undeserved.  schcxils  I  attended,  the  people  to  live  widi  a  greater  awareness 

came  before  the  Lead  and  saw  the  Now  what  do  I  do?  I  did  not  Vdio  influenced  me,  the  nealth  of  His  love  and  give  to  a  greater 

need  of  our  worid  fen*  Jesus  Christ  want  to  embarrass  her.  I  did  not  diat  I  have  enjoyed,  or  the  degree  of  care  and  passicm  for 

When  die  service  was  over  I  know  how  to  correct  her  and  friends  that  have  enriched  me?  the  rest  of  our  undeserving 
was  standing  and  talking  with  explain  fiat  I  was  not  preaching  Am  I  deserving  of  die  accidents  I  world  to  come  to  know  our  great 
fc^  in  die  oongtegation,  some  I  that  morning  and  I  was  not  Jerry  have  avoided  and  the  opportuni-  caring,  saving,  and  loving  God 
had  not  seen  in  months  and  ofi-  Rankin.  I  wondered  if  I  should  ties  I  have  erroyedr  Am  I  who  does  for  us  even  whm  we 
ers  wifi  whom  I  was  just  renew-  recommend  diat  she  see  her  deserving  of  the  opportunity  do  not  deserve  it 
ing  felfov^p  of  recent  days,  optometrist  Before  I  could  do  ■  iiat  was  mine  to  hear  the  glon-  With  needs  so  great  around 
From  within  me  crowd  came  a  anydiing  to  change  her  percep-  ous  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  and  die  world,  with  love  so  great 
lady  vfiom  I  had  never  seen  car  tion,  she  grabbed  my  hand  arid  to  be  saved  by  His  grace?  No!  from  heaven,  with  resources  in 

met  said  she  just  had  to  sho^  it  agaia  She  said,  'T  have  An  entire  mosaic  of  my  life  abundance,  may  we  give  so  oth- 

shake  my  hand.  As  we  shoc^  got  to  run.  It  is  such  an  honor  to  began  to  foil  into  place  and  ev^  ers  who  are  undeserving  may  be 
hands  she  me  how  much  she  have  met  you."  Wth  that  one  pert  and  piece,  every  blessing  blessed  by  diose  of  us  vmo  have 
er^yed  hearing  me  speak.  I  more  undeserved  conunent  I  ttod  triumf^  and  every  oppor-  been  bles^i 


TALLAHASSEE,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
may  have  the  final  say  as  to 
whether  Terri  Schiavo,  a 
comatose  woman  living  in 
Florida,  lives  or  dies. 

Her  husband  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  so  far  in  his  fight 
through  the  courts  to  have  her 
feeding  tube  removed,  but 
lawyers  for  Florida  Gov.  jeb 
Busn  filed  an  appeal  with  the 
high  court  Dec.  1,  asking  the 
justices  to  take  the  case  and 
overturn  a  ruling  by  the 
Florida  Supreme  Court  that 
could  lead  to  her  death. 

'Legal  briefs  were  filed 
with  me  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
just  two  days  before 
Schiavo's  41st  birthday  (Dec. 
3).  Lawyers  argue  that  if 
Schiavo  dies,  her  constitu¬ 
tional  right  of  equal  treat¬ 
ment  under  the  law  will  have 
been  violated. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
does  not  have  to  take  the 
case;  it  could  decline  to  hear 
it  arid  let  4he  Florida  high 
court's  ruling  stand. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutr(U9mbcb.org. 


Guidestone  announces  stable,  reduced  rates 

DALLAS  (BP) 


Continued  positive  your  dwellings;  do  not  spare;  lengthen  In  previewing  the  criti 
trends  in  insiirance  rates  were  reported  to  your  cords,  and  strengttien  your  staled."  2005,  Jones  emphasized  tli 
trustees  of  GuideStone  Financial  Utilizing  an  "ABC*  acrostic,  Hawkins  in^lementation.  "Folloi 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  said,  "We^ve  Tengtfiened  our  cords'  by  afnrmative  vote  by  the  S< 
Convention  (formerly  the  Annui^  Board)  having  an  Attitude  m  emansion;  we  have  Convention  in  June  2004,  i 
during  their  Novenfoer  meeting  in  Dallas,  'strengthened  our  stakes'  by  focu^ng  on  the  \y  working  to  introduce  < 
A  ^5.7  millimi  budget  for  me  coming  Basics  of  our  work;  and  we  nave 'not  spared'  GuideStone  Financial  Rei 
year  was  adopted  during  tlw  meeting.  as  we  have  renewed  our  Commitment  to  go  said.  "We  will  continue 
Guidestone  President  05.  Hawkins  told  the  extra  mile  in  serving  our  partic^>ant8."  through  June  of  next  yeai 
bustees  that  GitideStone's  "re-rate  process  fin*  George  Tous  van  Nl^rk,  chainnan  of  ond  convention  vote  will 
our  medical  plans  is  the  best  news  we  have  the  trustees'  budget  subcommittee,  told  Jones  also  affirmed  Gu 
given  our  participants  in  the  board  that  the  proposed  2005  budget  tinuing  work  to  provide 


Hawkins 
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NAMB:  Prepare  for  Jehovah's  Witnesses 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  If  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  this  unicjuely  American-born 
religion  have  not  visitea  your  home  and 
left  their  material,  they  probably  will. 

Founded  in  Pennsyiv<inia,  now  with 
headquarters  in  New  York,  Jehovah's 
V^tnesses'  rapid  growth  at  the  end  of  the 
20th  century  pushed  membership  totals  to 
1.1  mijjion  in  North  America  and  more 
than  Six  million  worldwide. 

Southern  Baptists  and  other  evemgeli- 
C2ils  need  to  prepare  with  soimd  doctrine  to 
defeat  the  inroads  being  made  by  dus 
modern-day  cult,  says  Tal  Davis,  interim 
director  of  mteifaitn  evangelism  at  the 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

Jehov2ih's  Mtnesses,  with  missionaries 
who  are  well-versed  in  tfieir  view  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  focus  on  converting  everycme  who  is  not 
a  member  of  their  faitii,  and  mw  don't  place 
Jesus  Christ  at  the  four^ticm  of  tiiat  cmver- 
sion  experience,  Davis  noted.  They  believe 
tivat  salvati<x\  is  found  (xily  in  being  associat¬ 
ed  with  die  Watchtower  Bible  and  Tract 
Society,  whidi  tiiw  r^ard  as  Jdiovah's  only 
accurate  channel  for  liwlkal  interpretaticxi. 

"Thus?  Jehovah's  Witnesses  have  a 
works-based  salvation  —  a  salvation  that  is 
determined  by  one's  adherence  to  the 
directives  of  the  society,"  Davis  explained. 

To  help  Southern  Baptists  and  other 
evangelicals  prepare  for  the  inevitable 
knock  at  the  door,  NAMB  has  produced 
the  thiixi  in  a  series  of  resources  which 
explain  what  specific  cults  believe  and 
how  they  operate  —  and  how  to  share  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  their  followers. 

In  the  Name  of  Jehovaih:  Understanding 
Jehovah's  Witnesses,  is  an  educational  pro¬ 
gram  that  can  be  shown  in  its  entirety  for 
special  worship  services  or  in  conference 
settings.  The  DVD  is  formatted  in  segments 
appropriate  for  groups  or  for.  individual! 
study  and  includes  a  dscussion  guide. 

In  the  Name  of  Jehovah 'is  the  first 
NAMB  interfaidi  program  to  be  released 
solely  in  DVD  format.  The  two  previous 
products  —  The  Mormon  Puzzle,  released 
m  1997,  and  The  Cross  and  the  Crescent: 


Understanding  Islam,  issued  in  2001  —  are 
available  in  both  VHS  and  DVD. 

The  program  was  produced  a'nd 
directed  by  Wolfgang  Schumacher  of 
NAMB,  who  served  in  similar  capacities 
with  the  two  previous  products. 

Davis  said  Schumacher  was  given 
unprecedented  access  to  Jehovah's  Witnesses 
facilities  at  ti:ie  Watchtower  Society's  head- 
qucirters  in  Brookhm,  although  none  of  foe 
organization's  leaciers  or  sporasmen  would 
participate  in  on-camera  interviews. 

The  DVD  is  hosted  and  narrated  by  tele¬ 
vision  personality  Joe  Washington,  host  of 
Home  and  Garden  Television's 
Groundbreakers  show. 

"The  product  has  two  goals,"  Davis 
said.  "I^st,  to  educate  and  inform 
Christians  about  the  beliefs,  practices  and 
history  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses  so  they  will 
not  be  misled  or  deceived  into  becoming  a 
follower,  .'and  second,  to  equip  Christians 
to  respond  and  share  a  practical  witness  to 
Jehovah's  Witnesses  and  foeir  families." 

Rudy  •.  Gonzalez,  former  director  of 
NAMB’s  Interfaifo  evangelism  unit  and  now 
a  vice  president  at  Soufowestem  Seminary  in 
Ft  W(xfo|  is  cme  of  several  naticmal  authori¬ 
ties  featured  on  the  DVD  who  explore  the 
basic  dcxrtrines  of  foe  cult  and  how  to  present 
a  strcmg  Gospel  presentation. 

"In  foe  Name  of  Jehovah  will  equip 
those  who  watch  and  stu^  it  to  present  the 
lifo-saving  message  of  God's  jgrace  wifo 
discernment  and  confidence,"^  Gonzalez 
said.  "It  is  a  must  for  all  believers  who  take 
seriously  foe  evangelism  of  all  people.'^ 

Among  other  notable  personalities  who 
pa^cipated  in  tire  prefect  James  ^mstad, 
philosophy  professor  at  Cedarville 
University  in  Cedarville,  Ohio,  who  has 
done  extensive  research  in  cults;  Soutiiiem 
B^tist  pastor  and  former  (  Jehovah's 
Vraness  l4ul  Blizaid  of  MeinottabChuKh  in 


Rancho  Santa  Margarita,  Calif.,  one  of  the 
nation's  foremost  expe^  on  cults  and  sects; 
Randall  Watters,  president  of  Free  Minds, 


Inc.,  in  Marfoattan  Beach,  Calif.,  a  former 
Jehovah's  V^tness  and  an  exp^  on  colt 
recruitment;  and  Joan  Cetnar  of 
Kunkletown,  Pa.,  a  for¬ 
mer  Jehovah's  Witness 
who  has  counseled  wifo 
former  cvilt  members 
for  more  tiian  30  years 

NAMB  •  also  pro 
vides  a  Belief  Bulletin 
on  Jehovah's  Wit 
nesses  and  other  cult 
groups.  To  download 
items  from  the  collec¬ 
tion,  visit  WWW. 
namb.net/evange 
lism  and  click  on 
Belief  Bui  letins  in 
the  lower  right 
hand  comer. 

To  prepare  for  a 
Jehovah's  Witness 
visit: 

•  Build  a  clear 
understanding  of 
your  faith  and 
the  Bible. 

•  Acquire  a 
basic  knowledge 
of  Jehovaas 
Witnesses' 
beliefs. 

•  Make  a 
definite  plan 
for  the  witnessing 
encounter  and  tafo  the  initiative 

•  Initially,  talk  about  perscmal  concerns 
to  establish  a  friendly,  courteous  and  sin¬ 
cere  relationship  with  the  Jehovah's 
Witness.  GraduaUy  move  on  to  a  discos- 
sion  of  theological  issues. 

•  Be  prepa^  to  eimlain  specific  biblical 

.  passages  supporting  Christian  doctrfoes.  ■' 

EDITORS'  NOTE:  In  the  Name  of  Jdurv^ 
may  be  ordered  for  $19.99  plus  $8.00 for  ship¬ 
ping  by  calling  NAMB's  customer  service  cen¬ 
ter  at  1-866-407-NAMB  (6262)  and  request 
the  product  number  ISBN  l-59312-04-0(} 


IEHOVAH'S 

witnesses 


China  revs  up  religious  repression  campaign 


BEIJING,  China  (BP)  — 
When  outgoing  Secretary  of 
State  Colin  Powell  met  wifo 
Chinese  officials  in  October,  they 
assured  him  fiiey  were  willmg 
to  re-open  a  dialogue  on  human 
rights  abuses  in  their  cormtry 
and  Powell  left  sayir^  relations 
between  foe  UnitM  States  and 
China  were  foe  best  foey've 
been  in  more  than  30  years. 

Recent  reports  of  increased 
persecution  of  Christians  may 
construct  a  different  assess¬ 
ment  of  foe  communist  nation. 

Beqing  is  set  to  host  the  2008 
Summer  Olympics,  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  are  makmg  new 
efforts  to  improve  China's  image. 
In  Septenber,  however,  the  coun¬ 
try  again  was  inclucled  along 
wifo  nations  such  as  Norm 
Korea,  Iran,  and  Sudan  on  five 
US.  State  Department's  list  of 
coimtries  of  particular  cortoem  as 
severe  violators  of  religious  liber¬ 
ty.  The  State  Etepartment  dted 
reports  of  imprisonment,  beat- 
ii^,  torture  am  foe  destruction 
ofplaces  of  worship  in  Chkta. 

mme  observers  s^  foe  rise 
in  suppression  of  Christians 
who  may  pose  a  foreat  is  an 
attempt  to  ^tidy  up"  before  foe 
eyes  of  foe  world  are  on  China. 


One  example  of  such  bdiav- 
ior  began  in  mid-September 
whoi  Cai  2fouohua,  a  promi¬ 
nent  32-year-old  pastor  who  led 
six  house  churches  in  Beijing, 
was  kidnapped  by  three  plain¬ 
clothes  officers.  Later,  his  wife 
was  kidnapped  along  wifo  her 
brother  and  sister-in-law, 
according  to  Voice  of  the 
Martyrs,  an  Oklahoma-based 
interdenominational  ministry 
aiding  foe  persecuted  church. 

Authorities  foimd  about 
200/XX)  cof^  of  foe  Bible  and 
ofoCT  Christian  literature  in 
2\uohua's  possession.  They 
believe  he  was  operating  an  illegal 
printing  press,  though  a  source 
dose  to  foe  pastor  said  foe  prod¬ 
ucts  were  intended  solely  for 
mtemal  ttse  and  not  forpiOK 

Todd  Nettleton,  VOM  direc¬ 
tor  of  news  services,  told 
Baptist  Press  he  expects 
29\uohua  to  be  put  on  trial  any 
day,  foough  the  charges  likely 
will  not  M  religious  m  nature 
but  will  be  related. to  fraud  or 
illc^  business  practices. 

'The  Chinese  government 
wants  to  make  fois  a  criminal 
case  rather  than  a  rdigious  fiee- 
dom  case  so  that  foe  rest  of  foe 
world  won't  understand  whafs 


going  on,"  Nettleton  said.  "But 
after  the  arrest  the  four  people, 
one  of  foe  Chinese  new^pm 
in  the  local  area  \^foere  foe  wife 
was  arrested  called  this  foe  most 
serious  case  on  overseas  rdigious 
infiltration  since  the  founding  of 
tile  People's  Republic  of  Chma. 
So  dearly  somebody  tiiinks  it's  a 
religion  case." 

Another  example  happened 
in  July  when  more  than  100 
house  church  leaders  were 
arrested  at  a  retreat.  They 
were  surrounded  by  more 
than  200  military  police  who 
arrived  at  the  scene  in  40-plus 
police  and  military  vehicles, 
VOM  reported.  The  Christians 
were  interrogated  and  pres- 
su^  to-  renounce  their  faith- 
imdir  mreat  of  formal  efoarges 
and  a  trial,  but  by  mid- August 
all  but  five  of  them  were 
released  following  an  interna¬ 
tional  outcry  lea  in  part  by 
VOM.  The  five  remaining 
detafoees  could  face  long 
prison  sentences,  VOM  said. 

In  an  Aug.  27  column  post¬ 
ed  on  foe  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA)  website,  BWA 
General  Secretary  C^ton 
Lobe  praised  the  progress  in 
religious  freedom  oeing  made 


dom  to  wotohlp  ' Ke  ej^ri- 
enced  while  on  a-  BWA 
"Friendship  Tour"  to  China. 

Lotz  acknowledged  that 
China  lacks  "the  Western 
understanding  of  religious 
freedom  whicn  includes  wit¬ 
ness  beyond  foe  walls  of  foe 
churdi  building." 

For  more  information  about 
the  persecuted  dnuxh  in  China 
and  other  parts  of  the  world,  visit 
tile  Voice  of  the  Maitjns  wdisile 
at  www.persecutionxoni. 
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House  churches  in  .JHarbin, 
China,  meet  weekly  for  se^ter- 
ai  hours  at  a  time.  To  avoid 
attracting  too  much  attention, 
the  groups  often  move  from 
home  to  home,  meeting  in  dif¬ 
ferent  locations  each  week. 
China  watchera  are  expressing 
concern  over  renewed  signs  of 
religious  persecution  in  the 
country.  (BP  photo) 
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Sunday  School.  Union  Church,  Brookhaven,  Greenville.  Miller  gave  a  pro- 
The  first  graders  had  RA  day  November  14.  The  gram  on  her  fourth  mission  trip 
were  presented  RAs  participated  in  the  morning  to  China,  and  Matthews  will  be 
Bibles  during  service  and  received  tiieir  badges  leaving  for  Chma  in  2005. 
morning  wor^p.  and  awards  that  ni^t  Pictured 
Pictured  sue  Keim  (from  left)  are  Brady 
Hill,  Christopher  Crane,  Steven  Jenkins, 

Whitfield,  Jacob  Chase  Crane,  Nathan 
Derrick,  I^deline  Moak,  EXisty  Pcirks, 

Maynard,  and  and  Dbn  Loftcxu  ^ 

Aaion  McGowan. 

Philip  D.  Co(^)er  Lillian  Miller 

is  pastor.  (left),  volunteer  ^ 


Miller  and  Matthews 


West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel, 
has  called 
Jeff  Taylor 
pastor  effec- 


N  o  V  e  m  b  e  r 
Taylor 

comes  fromj^^^^m^n 
i 

Church 
A  n  d  a  I  u  s  i  a , 

Ala.  He  is  a  Taylor 
graduate  of 

Samford  Urriversity  and  Beeson 
Divinity  School.  A  welcoming 
reception  will  be  held 


Union  Church  RA  Day,  Brookhaven 


ailed 

MiHak'ra" 

youth  minister.  The  church 
licensed  him  to  the  ministry 
November  14. 


Davis,  Cobb,  and  Clendinning 


•iNSTmJTES..  .  on  blbll«al  prta«h- 

lug,  Uadonhip,  and  arangaUam.  Dm.  Staphan 
and  Darld  Olford,  ho.'tt  apaakaM  at  all  aaanU, 
ahara  lha  program  with  an  array  of  guaat 
apaakarfa). 


•Workshops 


lira  praach- 
ln|f  and  eonatrutlhra  «rltlqua  of  your  aar- 
mona,  akllla,  and  a^Ia. 


Highland  Church  Note  Burning,  Natchez 


•  Diploma  Course  tmuh 

In  ona  yaar.  Prorldaa  practkal,  aaaantlal 
training  In  axpoaltoiy  praacblng  and  paato- 
ral  mlnlatry. 

•  Continuing  Education 

. . .  potanUal  acadamk  cradlt  ofbrad  through 
afiBUatadaamlnarlaa  and  Blbla  tollaga* 

Visit  OUR  WEBSITE 
FOR  SCHEDULE 

&'details!! 


The  Center  wan  founded  in 
ld88  to  promote  the  bib  heel 
earpontaon  of  Cod'!  Word  and 
to  provide  praotkal  training 
for  pastors,  evangelists  and 
lay  leaders  throughout  the 
world.  Drs.  Stephen  and 
David  Olibrd  share  an  abid¬ 
ing  pasalon  fer  encouraging 
and  equipping  men  and 
women  to  rightly  divide  the 
Word  of  Truth  ad  to  live 
Sptrit-fllled  live#.  The  ulti¬ 
mate  answer  to  problema  of 
every  age  Is  the  anointed  iu- 
poettory  preaching  of  God's 
inerrat  ad  holy  Word. 


SMOTSMlMferUMare 

ii  Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

Kattmf*  Sr  Oaraa  Bm»  II— It 


'  ■  . 

t 

,1  i . 

> 

TvTil^ 


atchurdtby  10ajn.ifyouwoiild  men  as  deacons  November 
Uke  to  dion.  14.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 

Clint  Welch,  Eric  Bowen,  Brad 
The  Children's  Choir  of  White,  and  Rob  Grubbs. 
North  Carrollton  Church,  Bruce  Jolly  is  pastor. 

North  Carrollton,  will  present 


April  B-9,  SOBS:? 


Southwestern  Buptist  THeologtcnl  Sem|nar|| 
Fort  Worth,  TextUT 


Dniltl  B  Bomdi 
Worship  Leadirt 


Highland  Churc^  Natchez, 
held  a  deacon  ordination  and 
installation  recently.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Bruce  McCall, 
Pam  Rymer,  Leland  Rymer, 
newly  ordained  deacon,  and 
David  McGuffee,  pastor.  The 
newly  installed  deacon  was 
Mark  Taylor. 


Just  i  ok  the  KrcoRn 


Jimmy  Boyd,  Mattie  Lee  Wiliams,  and  Hm  Bass,  pastor 


Missionary  Margaret 
Nikol,  concert  violinist  and 
native  Bulgarian,  performed 
at  Washington  Church, 
Washington,  November  13 
and  14.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front)  are  Patricia  Huff,  (back) 
Nikol,  Terry  Upchurch,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Melissa  Upchurch. 
The  church  gave  an  offering 
for  Nikol  to  purchase  and  dis¬ 
tribute  Bibles. 


Locust  HOI  Church,  Pontotoc 
County,  presented  Mattie  Lee 
Williams  wiO\  her  21  year 
Sunday  School  pin.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Jimmy  Boyd, 
Williams,  and  Hm  Bass,  pastor 

The  Jaybird  Saints  Senior 
Adults  of  Grays  Creek  Churdi, 
Hernando,  are  having  a 
Christmas  Party  Decemto  14. 
They  will  go  to  Barnhill's 
Restaurant,  cSlierville,  Tenn.  Be 


Russell  Church,  Meridian, 
will  honor  \^^ton  T.  Bennett 
witii  a  retirement  reception  for 
his  48  years  in  the  ministry 
December  19  from  3-5  p.m. 

Union  Chur^  '^leitown, 
will  have  a  live  arive-thru 
nativity  scene  December  10  and 
11  horn  6:30-7:15  p.m.  and  7:45- 
8:30  p.m.  Admi^ion  is  free. 
There  will  be  cookies,  candies, 
wassail,  and  hot  cocoa.  For 
questions,  call  (601)  876-6618  or 
(601)  876-9294. 

The  worship  choir  and 
drama  team  of  Glade  Church, 
Laurel,  will  present  Joximey  to 
the  Mimger:  A  Seai^  for  the 
True  Meaning  of  Christmas 
December  19  at  6  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  649- 
4246.  Hueston  Adki^  is  inter¬ 
im  pastor. 


Welc]^  Bowen,  White,  and  Grubbs 


Billy  W.  Baker  has  retired 
from  tne  pastorate  after  serving 
39  years,  25  of  those  at  West 
Ripley  Church,  R^ley.  Baker  is 
available  for  pu^  simply  or 
revivals  and  can  reacnra  at 
(662)  837-9878  or  (662)  837-5037. 


McCall,  Pam  &  Leland  Rymer,  McGuffee,  pastor 


Jupiter  Church,  Simpson 
Association,  ordained  four 


Huff,  Nikol,  T.  Upchurch,  pastor;  and  M.  Upchurch 


ivuracie  on  oeuuenem  oueei 
December  12  at  7  p.m.  All  are 
invited  to  attend.  For  more 
iriormation,  call  (662)  237-0047 
or  (662)  897-9777. 


December  9, 2004 


GAYS  &  RELIGION 


Controversial  TV  ad  brings  condemnation 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  local 

—  new  advertise- 

the 

Christ  (UCC)  now 

affirming  homosexuality,  but  R.  Albert 

ABC's  Good 


Mohler  ^r.,  appearing  bn 
Morning  Amenca,  said  the  commercial 
misrepresents  biblical  Christianity. 

"It  is  a  piece  of  masterful  propaganda 
but  it  is  a  diabolical  misrepresentation  of 
Christianity,"  said  Mohler,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky,  on 
the  national  telecast  Dec.  2. 

The  ad  —  which  can  be  viewed  on  the 
UCC  communications  office's  website  at 
www.stillspeaking.com  —  features  two 
muscular  male  "bouncers"  standing  guard  at 
die  door  of  a  picturesque  church  buuding.  A 
male  couple,  holding  hands,  approach  the 
bouncers,  who  deny  tiiem  entrance.  The 
bounces  dien  let  a  yoimg  white  family 
^diiDug^  while  rejecting  a  yoimg  African- 
Aihencan  woman  and  a  man  who  appears 
to  be  Latino.  The  scene  is  interrupted  by  text 
that  reads,  'Jesus  didn't  turn  people  away. 

Neidier  do  we."  Then,  as  a  multiethnic  2ind 
agp-diverse  group  of  people  pose,  smiling,  UNACCEPTABLE  AD  —  R.  Albert  Mohler  jr.,  president  of  Southern  Sertiinary  in 
inside  what  appears  to  be  a  oiurdh  Scmctu-  Louisville,  Ky,  appeared  on  Good  Morning  America  this  on  Dec.  2  to  discuss  a  controver- 
a  narrator  says,  "The  United  Church  of  sial  United  Churcn  of  Christ  (UC'C)  TV  advertisement  that  describes  homosexuals  and  oth- 
Chiist:  No  matter  who  you  are  or  where  you  ers  being  turned  away  from  most  churches  but  accepted  at  UCC  churches.  (BP  photo) 
are  on  life's  journey  you're  welcome  here."  - - - — — - ; - ; - 

According  to  a  document  that  UCC  offi-  ed  the  ad,  but  UCC  leaders  did  not  protest  persons  to  stay  in  sinful  lifestyles.  Rather, 
rials  provided  to  Associated  Baptist  Press,  because  that  network  dted  a  poUcy  of  declin-  He  came  to  save  us  from  our  sins  and  to 
CBS'  program  practices  division  initially  ing  any  advertising  from  any  religious  group,  make  us  what  we  otherwise  could  not  be  — 


CHURCH  TV  AD.GQNTRQVERSY, 


A  UCC  spokeaierscHi  said  ttiat,  despite  the  press  time  for  this  story.  has  about  1.3  milliori  membere  and  6,000 

early  rejection  of  the  ad,  the  church  under-  "...  Jesus  Christ  did  indeed  come  to  seek  affiliated  congregations  nationwide.  It 
stocxl  itself  to  be  in  continuinjg  r^otiations  and  to  save  the  lost  but  as  He  said  to  the  .  grew  out  of  a  merger  between  older 
over  the  ads  until  dieir  final  rgecticm  by  both  woman  cau^t  in  adultery,  'Go  and  sin  no  Congregational,  Reformed,  and  German 
netwoiks  Nov.  30.  Officials  at  ABC  also  reject-  more,'"  Mohler  said.  Jesus  "did-not  invite  Evangelical  denominations. 

y 

Documentary  nixes  common  homosexual  theme 

NAaWILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  - jjjr - ; - — - —  The  documentary's  release 

Can  homosexuals  change?  A  new  ^  comes  as  the  issue  of  same-sex 

documentary  says  "yes,"  and  ^  •  |*1  f  a  marriage  dominates  file  cultural 

includes  interviews  wifii  peoffie  #  I  I  ■  «  landscape  in  America.  Behind 

viho  say  they've  made  file  swifch.  1  f  ^  V  I  ^  |  ‘  file  pusn  for  "gay  marriage"  is 

The  4B-minute  video  entitled,  I  I  ^  I  belief  fiiat  homosexuality  is 

I  Do  Exist,  is  intended  for  use  cis  ^  ^  ^  natural  and  unchangeable, 

a  discussion-starter  in  churches.  Is  a  changed  life  possible?  ^  Greg  Quinlari,  one  of  *e  ex- 

schcxils  and  universities.  It  .  «  homosexuals  featured  m  the 

includes  the  stories  of  five  homo-  -  .  “  documentary,  says  that  change 

sexuals  —  three  women  and  two  ,  '  wasn't  an  "easy  thing  to  do." 

men  —  who  once  were  invcfived  .  ,  Mtj,  *  Now  married,  Quinlan  credits 

in  homosexuality  but  are  now  ^  Christian  faith  for  bringing 

heterosexual.  Along  the  way,  him  out  of  homosexuality, 

j^diologists  and  psychiatrists 

give  their  fiicm^ts  as  to  why  changed,"  Quinlan  the 

mty  believe  change  is  possible.  documentary.  "...  I  know  that 

The  dcxnimentaty,  available  people  can  change.  I've  seen 

for  purchase  in  DVD  and  VHS  happen.  I've 

format  at  www.idoexist.com,  Prior  to  coming  out  of  homo- 

counters  a  series  of  dcxrumen-  sexuality,  Quinlan  says  he  was 

taiMs  hy  homoeexual  activists,  "miserable."  At  one  point  he 

wfiio  have  had  success  in  recent  approached  a  Christian  coun¬ 
years  with  that  forniat  A  19%  selor  only  to  be  told  that  there 

documentary  called  It's  was  "no  hope''  to  diange. 

Elementary  soudit  to  promote  "What  I  was  the 

the  discusBion  at  homosexuality  Word  what  I  was  hear- 

in  public  sdiod  classrooms  and  ing  from  this  man  who  was 

fins  yeu.  One  Wedding  and  a  suppoKd  to  be  a 

RevcMution  gave  a  behind-the-  Christian  counselor,"  says 

scenes  look  at  the  push  for  same-  tdd  that  they  don't  exist,"  the  fiom  gay  to  straigfit  who  asked  if  Quinlan,  who  was  a  homosex- 
sex  marri^  in  Scm  Francisco.  documentaiys  producer.  Grove  I  was  going  to  write  about  his  ual  for  nine  years. 

The  I  1%  Eidst  dfocumentary  City  Cdlegej^dioiogy  profes-  case,  b^use  he  knew  fiiat  the  Jim  Kragel  of  Cedarville 
has  a  difierent  message  and  sor  Warren  Throdanreton,  tdd  fidd  didn't  accept  die  change  University,  a  Christian  school 


Jus  I  I  OR  nil  Rixc)uu 


Mt.  Zion  Church  125th  Anniversary,  Eupora 


Bethea  with  Samuel.  John  G.  The  RAs  at  Canaan  Church,  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Eupora, 
McCall  officiated.  Columbus,  are  collecting  sup-  celebrated  125  years  October 

plies  to  send  to  a  mission  10.  There  was  special  music, 
Salem  Church,  Toomsuba,  school  in  Honduras.  Pictured  reports  were  given,  and  Bryan 
recently  presented  John  with  supplies  they  have  Sherman,  former  pastor,  spoke. 
Johnson  pictured)  with  hU  44  •  already  sent  are  RAs  Austin  The  deacons  and  George  Bland, 
year  pin  forperfert  attendance  Hill,  Brodi  Owens,  Dylan  pastor,  are  pictured  with  the 
m  Suiiday  School.  Thomas  J.  Chain,  their  teachers  Ricky  certificate  presented  from  the 
Wood  is  pastor.  Hill,  Rob  Peal,  and  pastor,  Mississippi  Baptist  Historic^ 

David  Westmoreland.  Commission. 


John  Johnson 


BAPTISTS 


ANNISTON,  Ala.  (BP)  —  The  issue  of  modesty  is  not  a  own  struggle  with  self-worth 
On  the  heels  of  ABC's  decision  new  controversy  in  pageant  and  identity.  '1  perscmally  have 
not  to  renew  its  annual  televi-  swimsuits,  but  as  fashion  struggled  witti  Wv  self-esteem 
sion  contract  with  the  Miss  trends  like  short  skirts,  tank  and  inferiority  my  entire  life,"  she 
America  pageant,  the  issue  of  tops  and  belly  shirts  make  their  said,  "but  God  has  allowed  me  to 
modesty  ^  emerged  as  a  cen-  way  from  the  local  mall  to  wor-  be  taught  His  Word  duougji  var- 
ter-stage  issue  with  Christians,  ship  services,  church  members  ious  ways  and  has  graciously 
This  year,  contestants  at  the  are  looking  for  guidance.  allowed  me  to  have  some  amaz- 

pageant  were  featured  in  Modesty  is  one  of  the  topics  ing  role  models  in  my  life." 
revealing  swirnsuits  in  the  on-  —  along  with  dating,  eating  Many  girb  dress  inappropri- 
stage  competition  and  were  disorders,  depression,  and  sel^  ately  because  they  have  never 
placed  in  hot  tubs  dur^  their  esteem  —  addressed  in  Beyond  been  taught  that  their  beauty  is 
pre-recorded  introductions,  but  the  Eye  conferences.  far  beyond  what  people  see  on 

th/ reduction  in  modesty  did  The  conference  founder,  Leslie  the  outside,  Gary  saia. 
nofyield  the  pageant  the  extra  Gary,  cautions  parents  to  be  "It  is  a  heart  issue,"  she  said, 
exposure  it  had  hoped  to  aware  of  contents  in  their  daugh-  "I  truly  believe  that  confusion 
achieve.  Instead,  Miss  America  ters'  wardrobe  and  to  not  only  about  modesty  and  clothing 
received  its  lowest  television  discuss  why  some  dungs  are  not  that  is  appropriate  will  begin  to 
ratings  in  its  50-year  history.  appropriate  to  wear  but  ei^lore  subside  once  God's  Word  is 
Omy  10  girls  opted  for  the  ^  roots  of  immodest  clodung.  planted  daily  into  the  hearts  of 
more  modest  optional  swimsuit  "I  feel  there  are  many  issues  these  girls.  We  desire  to  judge 
while  Miss  America,  Deidre  that  young  girls  face  today,  but  no  one.  Our  desire  is  to  give 
Downs,  donned  the  two-piece  I  beheve  mese  issues  stem  from  girls  the  key  that  opens  the 
string  bikini  for  the  judges  and  their  desire  to  feel  needed,  be  truth  about  who  mey  are 
the  audience.  IDowns  viewed  wanted  and  accepted  and  to  fit  through  God's  Word." 
the  swimsuit  competition  as  a  in,"  she  said.  "Whether  these  Mary  Mohler,  director  of  the 
reflection  of  plwsical  fitness  girls  end  up  becoming  sexually  Seminary  Wives  Institute  at 
and  told  Baptist  Press  she  tried  active,  wearing  reveafing  cloth-  Southern  Seminary  in 
not  to  think  about  what  she  was  ing,  or  suffering  from  anorexia  Louisville,  Ky,  and  wife  of  sem- 
wearing  before  the  airing  of  the  —  just  to  name  a  few  things  —  inary  President  R.  Albert 
coinpetition.  they  have  a  longing  in  their  Mohler  Jr.,  sees  an  opportunity 

"I  just  thought  about  what  I  hearts  for  true  acceptance."  for  Christian  parents  to  teach 
would  wear  to  the  beach,"  The  birtii  of  die  Beyond  the  daughters,  and  other  misguided 
Downs  said.  Eye  ministry  came  from  Gary's  women,  diat  modesty  matters. 


PRAYING  FOR  MODESTY 
—  Beyond  the  Eye  Conference 
founder  Leslie  Gary  prays  with 
workshop  leaders  during  a 
conference  in  2003  that  pro¬ 
moted  modesty  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  today's  sexually 
.provocative  gaiiiients."  Gary 
says  girls  dress  immodestly 
because  they  have  a  "desire  to 
feel  needed."  (BP  photo  by 
Theresa  Shadrix) 


FINALLY  AFFFOROABLE  HEALTH  Meridian.  Desgin.  fabrication,  repair,  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays. 
INSURANCE  for  the  seif  empfoyed.  Call  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  AMtftiCA'S  FA^YKST  tiROWINC 

(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  call  (800)  368-2705. _  Christian  long,  distance  company. 

Insurant,  wyyv.^ri^mw-ifw.con^  CAT1JN8URC  GETAWAY:  2  bath,  3.9^linote,  no  monthly  foes.  No  codes  or 
NORRIS  BOOkftlNDINti  COMPANY,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  parkway,  $  restrictions,  6  second  billlrig.  250, (X)0 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  bul-  65^ite.  Call  for  informftian  at  (25J)  666-  happy  cunomers.  Toll-firee  (866)  587-8346 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information  ,._ii  e.»a.aoat  ^  or  www.covenantphoneiefvlce.corh. 

call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (W2)  455-  o'  HOm  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  i  nucueaiurT  irm  nenuavn  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 

Avenue,  Greenwood,  ,VtS  38930.  rnl.«*.r.4arl«nn  /877>  a77.l»x» 

STOMiP  CLA^WOfclC^,  INC.,  serv-  ^^NCWU^^WE  MiSr  '  Of 

ina  MS  &  AL  since  1992  Call  <800)  Medical  Hospital  &  surgical  TV  ,  ^ 

605-2970.  plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  prescriptfon  musIcAvorshlp  leader  for  a  Southern 

SiblMG,  )A£k$OI><,  Ml^i.  drugs,  lifo,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  B^tirt  congre^lon  ffiat 
Christian  owned  home  improvements,  low  rates.  Have  current  Health  problems?  *tyl«  of  worship,  me  church  s 

vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  Wfo  can  Helpl  E.  F.  Hutton  Irwjrance.  television  ministry  coven  a  five  state 

patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601 )  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  walk-  Seminary  degree  preferred.  Submit 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  &  wrioke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bedroom,  2  to  music  search  committee, 

Rita  Sebren,  ownen.  l 'j.  .i _  cn— attn:  music  office,  2890  Broadway, 


Tuscumbia,  Alabama.  Cunc^  accepting 
resumes  for  full-time  itaskir  Please  tend 
resume  to  pastor  seardfoxnmitlBe,  601  N. 
Main  Sa— »  Tuscumbiiy  AL  386^  Reaumes 

will  betaken  until  January  1,2005. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ACCEPTING 
resumes  for  middle  school  minister. 
Must  have  minimum  of  three  yean 
experience'and  must  possess  a  master's 
degree.  Resumes  must  be  received  by 
December  15,  2004.  Please  send 
resume  and  salary  history  to  middle 
school  search  committee,  FBC,  2412 
Chris  Drive,  Clarksville,  TN  37043. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitrrtan, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


December  9, 2004  — 


■The  Baptist  Rbcord 

■*“"  UjlH.il.A-*>.  .Cil  UVU  J 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lofxl,  I  admit  that 
I  you. 

(I  have  sinned,) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fiteedbm  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repe^) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  fai^  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  Rom  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 

(I  receive  Chnstas  my 
Savior  emd  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  $o 
them  he  gme  the  right  to 
becmtte  childreo  of  God,  even  to 
thoke  who  believe  In  his  name 
I  (John  1:12). 


If 'you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Who 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  When  she 
was  a  missiortaiy  in  Nairobi,  Chiffon 
Chambers  cringea  every  time  an  African 
wovild  ask,  all  too  frequently,  why  most 
missionaries  are  white.  Chambers  is  black. 

The  perception  is  one  that  Channbers  and  a 
growing  number  of  nnissiotv-miiKled  wcnnen 
across  me  United  States  hope  to  change. 

At  this  fall's  second  aimual  Sisters  Who 
Care  conference  at  LifeWay's  Ridgecrest 
Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina's 
Blue  Ridge  Mountams,  nearly  300  African 
American  women  from  21  states  celebrat¬ 
ed  their  "sisterhood"  —  both  in  Christ  and 
in  ti\eir  ethnic  heritage. 

Sister  to  sister,  they  could  joke  and  speak 
frarddy  about  the  challenges  of  being  black 
women  —  and  the  strengths  they  have 
gaii\ed  by  enduring  such  challenges. 

The  women  arrived  from  states  as  dis¬ 
tant  as  Alaska  for  three  days  of  fellow¬ 
ship,  laughter,  study,  worship,  prayer, 
ana  inspirational  music. 

Conference  attendees  learned  of  a  for¬ 
gotten  missionary  tradition  that  is  theirs  to 
reclaim.  Chambers,  who  worked  in  Africa 
for  three  years  as  an  International  Mission 
Board  videographer,  informed  the  vcxrally 
responsive  crowd  they  are  suffering  from  a 
mistakenly  whitewashed  impression. 

The  very  first  American  missionary,  she 
pointed  out,  was  a  black  man  in  1782.  "My 
point  is  that  Satan  is  try^  to  convince  us 
it  is  a  white  man's  ministry,  and  we  buy 
into  that,"  Chambers  said. 

The  Great  Commission  is  a  call  to  all 
people,  not  Just  tiiose  of  European  descent, 
she  contenaed  to  roaring  applause. 

"There  is  a  long  list  of  African 
Americans  —  freed  slaves,  as  if  they  didn't 
have  enough  on  their  plate  —  who  still  felt 
the  need  to  tell  odiers,^'  Chambers  said. 

In  additicm  to  Chambers,  seminary  pro¬ 
fessor  Carolyn  Gordon  addressed  con¬ 
ference  with  a  challenging  message,  "We 
have  spent  our  resources  on  dungs  in  our 
lives  dwf  do  iH>t  satis^  us." ...., 

Gordon  paused,  snook  her  head  end, 
with  her  trademark  wit,  cracked,  "I'm 
amazed  at  the  number  of  Coach-carry¬ 
ing,  I^ada'Wearing,  weave-wearing  sis¬ 
ters  who  are  just  broke." 

Then,  in  a  serious  moment  she  passion¬ 
ately  whi^iered  to  a  hushed  aucQtorium, 


PRAYER  FOR  SISTERS  —  Debra  Berry,  national  Woman's  Missionary  Union  team  leader  for 
adult  ministries,  leads  several  hundred  women  in  prayer  during  the  Sisters  Who  Care  confer¬ 
ence  at  LifeWay  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


'We  waste  our  resources  because  we  do  not 
yet  imderstand  who  we  are  in  God." 

"Sisters  Who  Care:  Women  on 
Mission"  was  the  brainchild  of  Debra 
Beny,  a  national  ministry  consultant  for 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
who  was  perplexed  at  the  limitea 
involvement  of  blacks  in  WMU's  Women 
on  Mission  programs.  She  coined  die 
phrase  four  years  ago,  hoping  to  make  a 
culturally  relevant  connection  with  fel¬ 
low  AMcan  American  women. 

Historical  research  showed  Berry  that 
many  black  Baptist  churches  have  the 
word  "missionary"  in  their  names 
because  they  were  in  the  forefront  of 
post-Civil  War  missions  until  the  193()s. 

What  brought  blacks  back  from  die 
mission  field  and  shifted  dieir  attentitm 
inward  to  die  local  churdi  was  a  simul¬ 
taneous  loss  of  backing  from  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  supporting  ageivcies  and 
die  colonial  governments  of  Africa. 


The  Sisters  Who  Care  cxMiference  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  historical  blade  role  models  of  bygone 
eras  sudi  as  Nannie  Helen  Burroug^,  who 
organized  her  fellow  black  women  mto  mis¬ 
sions  at  the  turn  of  the  2()th  century. 

"Feeble  of  coIot  aroi't  really  exposed  to 
that  [exanqileL"  said  Kenyatta  Garner,  who 
came  with  a  group  of  55  wexnen  from  ^rir^ 
Hill  MissicNfiary  mptist  Churdi  in  Detroit. 
She  said  her  ^urm  only  recendy  started 
partidpating  in  intematicxial  missions. 

The  most  empowering  message  she 
took  ^m  the  conterence,  CUmer  said,  was 
learning  that  other  people  share  similar 
struggles,  such  as  being  unsure  of  God's 
plan  and  direction. 

For  more  information  on  die  Sisters  Who 
Care  program,  contact  Kadiy  Bums  in  die 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missions^  Union 
Etepartinent  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39206-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3324  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
^4.  E-mail:  ld>uinsOinbd>.CMg. 


Europeans  squeeze  religion  out  of  unifying  pact 


ROME  (BP)  -  When  25 
European  Union  (EU)  leaders 
signed  the  first  EU 
Constitution,  a^  refmnce  to 
the  continent's  Cniistian  roots 
was  omitted  despite  requests 
from  the  Vatican. 

The  constitution,  vdiich  con¬ 
solidates  past  EU  treaties,  was 
signed  Oct  29  but  is  laigdy 
vrewed  as  oeremonial  because 
natkxial  pariiainents  from  mem¬ 
ber  countries  still  must  ratify  it 
"What  rdigious  sense  diat 
remains  [in  Euiqp^  is  fitde  more 
dian  a  te^ue  ofniMKy,"  Darrdl 
.Bock,  a  New  Tbstament  studies 
ctOiaisoc  at  Dalas  Theological 
Seniiraky,  obienred  in  a  Dallas 
hkxning  News  cohimn. 

"Europe  is  postChristian, 
almost  completely  secular," 
wrote  Bock,  who  is  curiendy  a 
guest  scholar  in  Germany. 
Tewer  than  five  percent  of 
Europeans  go  to  chtuch  cw  syn¬ 
agogue,  a  great  contrast  to  the 
40-w%  in  me  United  States." 

Bock  added  that  more 
Muslims  in  England  attend 


weekly  worship  services 
than  do  Anglicans. 

"The  Holy  See  has  always 
favored  die  promotion  of  a 
united  Europe  on  the  basis  of 
diose  values  dial  are  part  of  its 
history,"  Pope  John  Paul  II  said 
after  me  signing  of  the  consd- 
tutkm,  accordiire  to  The-New 
York  Times,  'keeping  into 
accoimt  die  continent's 
Christian  roots  means  making 
use  of  a  roiritual  herit^  that 
remains  fundamental  tOT  die 
union's  future  devek^nnents." 

Examples  abound,  howevei; 
of  Europe's  mowing  secularism. 
TTteRpmnCidhoUcItalianinin- 
istar  who  was  nominated  as  the 
union's  justioe  minister  with¬ 
drew  his  candidacy  after  draw¬ 
ing  oritidsm  for  his  conservative 
views.  EXiring  his  confirmation 
hearkigs  before  the  European 
Parliament,  Rocco  Butt^one 
called  homosexuality  a  sin  and 
said  women  are  better  off  mar¬ 
ried  and  at  home.  The  candidate 
who  has  replaced  Buttiglione 
fiivors  homosexual  unions. 


"The  rights  of  homosexuals 
should  be  defended  on  the 
same  basis  as  die  r^ts  of  all 
European  citizens,"  Buttiglione 
had  said  in  part  "I  would  not 
accept  the  idea  dwt  homosexu¬ 
als  are  a  categexy  apart" 

"The  European  Parliament 
mobably  would  have  rqected 
Biffilv  but  die  American  people 
have  instead  voted  for  him," 
ButtidUone  commented  aftre 
stepfww  aside,  aocording  to  The 
T1rn» '^iiKrica  has  shown  itself 
more  religious  and  more  atten- 
thre  to  vahres  than  Europe." 

The  EU  is  dealing  with  rdi- 
gion  in  another  area  over  the 
question  of  admitting  T\iricey 
into  membership.  Though  the 
EU  has  in  the  pest  dted  concerns 
about  Turkey's  human  rights  and 
democracy  practices,  some  say 
die  underlying  concern  is  Islam. 

A  r^rt  m  die  November 
issue  of  Egypt  Today  recounted 
that  20  to  %  percent  of  the  French 
population  under  the  age  of  25 
are  now  Muslim.  Demom^iers 
also  contend  diat  na^e^m 


French  are  not  rrotodudng  at 
neaify  the  rate  of  nance's  large 
Musmn  immigrant  communi^. 
Frwioe  has  more  Muslim  immi¬ 
grants  than  any  state  in  die  EU, 
currently  representing  about 
seven  percent  of  the  nation's  60 
million  pe(»le. 

Thus,  the  French  fear  that 
allowing  Ttirkey  into  die  EU 
would  cause  "the  river  of  Islam 
to  enter  the  riverbed  of  secular^ 
ism"  at  an  even  foster  rate  than 
the  present  time,  according  to 
Egypt  Today  writer  Tom  Gooler. 
PoUs  in  France  show  a  majority 
of  the  population  opposing 
TUricey's  enfry  into  die  EU. 

Hiney  should  be  allowed 
into  the  tiU,  Goeller  contend¬ 
ed,  because  it  is  the  only 
Muslim  country  in  the  world 
that  is  governed  by  what  can 
be  callM  a  democracy. 

"Therefore,  Thrkey  is  the 
proof  that  Islam  and  democra¬ 
cy  are  compatible,  a  fact  diat  is 
vehemendy  deni^  by  radical 
Islamists,"^  Goeller  wrote. 
"There  can  be  no  doubt..." 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Dealing  with  Disappointment 

Luke  15:18-32 

ty  Neil  Gant  few  days  latec  Sinners 


siw  me  aamaesi 
things.  The  truth  of  that  spawned 
a  lo^-running  hit  television  pro¬ 
gram.  Achildwill^>eakinr^- 
esty  and  perhaps  s^  some  dungs 
the  parents  ara  siblings  would 
not  want  revealed.  Most  of  d>e 
time  these  slips  are  nodung  more 
than  a  mirKO'  embarrassnnent  and 
a  comic  relief.  One  of  the  main 
characters  of  dus  week's  lesson 
indicated  to  his  father  words  diat 
were  much  more  pointed  and 
expressed  a  selfish  heart.  Inverse 
12  the  younger  of  two  sons 
demandra  his  inheritance.  His 
request  was  one  diat  suggested 
he  could  not  wait  for  his  famer  to 
die  or  he  wished  the  hither  were 
dead.  The  son  was  not  entitled  to 
die  inlieritanoe  while  his  father 
lived.  HegradousK  granted  the 
request  The  son  let  t  home  just  a 


plaiuung  a  speech  for 
nis  fadier.  He  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  become  a  ser¬ 
vant  in  his  father's 
household.  He  never 
had  the  opportunity  to 
finish  the  speech,  "^e 
I  yovmger  son  made  the 
Journey  back  from  the 

getaway  man  VjOO.  ine  - covmtry.  He  was 

youngfir  son  quickly  walking  toward  home, 

wastra  all  he  had!  Hie  bad  gone  The  hither  saw  him.  The  force 
to  the  excesses  of  sin  and  now  of  the  parable  is  that  the  father 
found  himself  at  the  end  of  his  had  been  looking  for  the  son 
rc^.  No  doubt  this  young  man  regularly,  perhaps  even  daily, 
was  a  disappointment  to  his  The  father  was  expecting  his 
father.  He  came  to  his  senses.  He  return.  When  he  saw  the  son, 
realized  his  sin.  He  was  awak-  the  father  ran  and  with  com- 
ened.  He  admitted  his  sin.  He  passion  repeatedly  kissed  his 
was  moved  to  repentance.  The  son.  The  father  never  respond- 
chai^  is  clear.  He  moved  from  ed  to  the  speech.  He  called  for  a 
tile  denruuuiing  scxi  to  one  who  is  robe,  an  item  reserved  for  the 
now  willing  to  be  a  servant,  guest  of  honor.  He  asked  for  a 
Following  throu^  tiie  remainder  ring,  a  symbol  of  autiiority.  He 
of  the  le^on  outi^,  it  is  interest-  asked  for  sandals  because 
ing  to  note  what  type  of  re^xHis-  slaves  did  not  wear  shoes.  The 
esne  received  on  nis  return.  father  showed  the  son's  full 

restoration.  The  killed  foe  calf. 
Do  Wb  Offer  Grace?  Luke  foe  fatted  one.  They  r^iced. 
15:18-24  How  heaven  rejoices  when  one 

The  young  man  started  his  sinner  comes  to  faith  in  Quist. 
journey  home  and  began  by 


:  justa 


Do  We  Get  Angry?  Luke 
15:25-28 

The  older  son  came  near  the 
house  fixun  tiie  field.  He  heard 
the  music  and  dancing.  Ite  found 
out  from  one  of  the  servants  what 
it  meant  His  immediate  response 
was  one  of  anger.  The  older 
exemplifies  the  self-righteous 
Pharisees  who  sou^t  to  please 
God  by  their  efforts.  Theyhadno 
joy  when  a  sinner  repented.  The 
older  s(m's  bdiavior  was  more 
socially  acceptable  than  tiiat  of 
the  younger^  but  he  still  needed 
to  repent  God  is  not  pleased  by 
a  wicked  lifestyle  of  any  kind. 
The  self-righteous  churdi-goer 
\^foo  thinks  he  or  she  is  better 
tiian  someone  else  is  in  need  of 
repentance  as  much  as  the  person 
living  an  c^ienly  wicked  lifestyle. 

Do  We  Condemn?  Luke  15*29^ 

The  fiitiier  again  comes  out  to 
meet  a  wayward  son.  Thistimcit 
is  the  son  who  stayed  with  him 
but  still  strayed  from  hint  The 
older  son  does  not  aroear  to 
understand  the  heart  of  tiie 
fiitiier.  He  emphasized  his  seiv 
vice  and  how  he  never  dis¬ 


obeyed.  He  tiien  questioned  his 
father's  goodness  because  he 
never  gave  him  a  goat  so  tiiat  he 
might  have  a  party  wifo  his 
frioids.  He  tiien  compared  him¬ 
self  to  tile  younger  scm.  He 
pointed  a  fin^  of  condemnation 
toward  his  brother  and  toward 
his  father.  He  condemned  the 
brotiier  for  wasting  the  inheri¬ 
tance  on  hariots.  He  condemned 
the  father  for  forgiving  and 
accepting  the  younger  son  back 
into  the  home  ana  eiqiiessing 
great  love  for  him. 

Do  We  Forgive?  Luke  15:31-32 

The  father  showed  his  love 
for  both  sons.  First,  he  com¬ 
forted  and  encouraged  foe 
older  son.  He  tiiankea  him  for 
hisfaitiiful  service  and  told  him 
tiiaf  whatever  he  needed  was 
readily  available.  Seccmd, 
showed  love  for  tiie  other  son 
by  saying  tiiat  it  was  the  rig^t 
thing  to  leioice  for  his  brotiier's 
return.  He  was  dead  and  is 
alive,  he  was  lost  and  is  found. 

Gant  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Gore  Springs. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Follow  Jesus,  the  Messiah 


John  1:35-50 


Frances  C  Graham 


His  acquaintance  by 
asking  them  what  they 

Imagine  watching  John,  foe  wanted  to  say  to  Him. 

Baptist,  as  he  locked  upon  You  notice  how  ^ 
Jesus.  John's  eyes  are  literally  easy  Jesus  makes  one 
fixed  upon  Him.  You  realize  feel  when  they  want  to  talk 
John  is  diligent  and  in  deep  with  Him. 
thought  regarding  Jesus.  The  dimples  inquire  about 

His  focus  is  so  great  that  where  Jesus  lives.  When  they 
when  he  states  "Look,  The  address  J^us,  tiiey  call  Him 
Lariib  of  God!"  (John  1:36)  two  "Rabbi"  The  term  rabbi  (mean- 
of  his  own  disciples  turn  to  fol-  ing  master  teadier)  displays  their 
low  Jesus.  You  notice  that  John  desire  to  be  tau^t  by  Hun.  The 
did  not  command  them  to  do  disc^les  also  recognized  tiiey  not 
so.  They  simply  knew  John  only  need  to  be  taught  by  Him 
well  enough  fo  know  that  if  but  th^  needed  to  also  lodge 
John's  testimony  and  unselfish  wifo  and  to  have  a  fixed 
desire  to  glor^  Christ  was  that  communion  wifo  Him, 
great,  then  tiiis  must  be  foe  one  Christ  invited  them  to  come 
that  tiiey  should  follow.  to  His  lodgings  immediately 

Andrew  and  an  unnamed  without  delay, 
disciple,  possibly  foe  author  of  Now  as  you  have  observed 
this  gospel  John,  demonstrated  this  interaction  and  you  too  are 
following  Jesus  first  in  a  physi-  beginning  to  have  a  desire  to 
cal  act  but  more  importantly  in  follow  this  man  Jesus,  "The 
a  spiritual  sense  as  well.  Lamb  of  God,"  you  wonder 

Jesus  felt  tiieir  very  presence  how  accepting  is  He  really?  It 
and  turned  to  invite  them  into  didn't  appear  that  foe  two  dis- 


Graham 


only  need  to  be  taught  t>y  Him 
but  tii^  needed  to  also  lodge 
wifo  Ftim  and  to  have  a  fixed 
communion  wifo  Ffim. 

Christ  invited  them  to  come 
to  His  lodgings  immediately 
without  delay. 

Now  as  you  have  observed 

_ A? _ _ * _ .  _  _ 


dples  had  any  vinique 
characteristics  to  make 
them  worfoy  of  being 
accepted  so  readily  by 
"The  Lamb  of  God.* 
They  just  seemed  to 
want  to  know  more 
and  He  was  very  will¬ 
ing  to  bring  them  into 
His  presence. 

Alter  the  two  disci¬ 
ples  spent  the  day  wifo 
Jesus,  they  lorew  that  they  must 
tell  others.  Andrew  souwt  out 
his  brother  Simon  and  tmd  him 
"We  have  found  foe  Messiah." 
Qohn  1:41) 

Then  Andrew  brought 
Simon  to  Jesus  because  ne 
loved  his  brother  and  wanted 
to  share  his  finding  foe  Messiah 
wifo  him. 

When  Simon  came  into 
Jesus'  presence,  Jesus  greeted 
him  and  then  gave  him  a  new 
name:  Cephas  J^amaic)  which 
means  stone.  The  Greek  equiv¬ 
alent  to  Cephas  is  Peter.  The 
giving  of  foe  new  name  signi¬ 
fied  acceptance. 

Then  following  their  time 
together,  Jesus  left  to  go  to 
G^ee.  foe  way  He  sees 
Phillip  and  instructs  him  to 
"Follow  Me!"  Gohn  1:43) 


Phillip  realizes  this  is  foe 
Messiah  and  runs  to  tell  his 
friend  Nathanael  (who  is 
Bartholomew  in  the  New 
Testament).  PhiUip  almost 
shouts  at  Nathanael  that  they 
had  found  foe  O^e  Moses 
wrote  about  in  the  Law. 

As  Natiianael  approaches, 
Jesus  states  that  Natnanael  is  a 
true  and  righteous  Israelite  or 
Jew.  He  also  notes  that  Nathanael 
is  a  studeht  of  tiie  Torah. 

l^fo  foe  introduction  that 
Jesus  is  giving,  Nathanael 
wants  to  Know  how  Jesus 
knows  him. 

Jesus  states  that  He  saw 
Natiianael  imder  foe  fig  tree 
before  Philip  called  him.  Now 
to  say  foe  least,  Nathanael  is 
shocl^  that  Jesus  knew  of  his 
exact  location  even  before 
Philip  found  him.  He  realizes 
that  Jesus  must  know  every¬ 
thing  about  him. 

Nathanael  declares,  "You  are 
foe  Son  of  God!  You  are  foe 
King  of  Israel!"  Gohn  1:49) 

It  seemed  so  inconceivable 
tiiat  you  could  so  easily  become 
a  foUower  of  Jesus  imtU  you 
saw  how  easy  and  accepting 
He  ‘was  to  foe  two  disciples. 
Then  as  He  continued  to  araw 


others  to  Him,  you  realized  that 
He  is  "The  L^b  of  God."  You 
openly  want  to  confess  tiiat  you 
are  going  to  follow  Him. 

rau  alk)  want  to  be  sure  that 
your  family  knows  this  person 
as  "The  Lfunb  of  God*  who 
takes  away  foe  sins  of  foe 
world,  so  you  immediately 
begin  to  witness  to  foe  ones 
closest  to  you.  You  know  that 
foe  world  needs  to  know  Jesus 
but  you  also  realize  that  you 
can  and  should  witness  to 
everyone  wifo  which  you  have 
contact.  You  dwi't  necessarily 
have  to  go  to  Galilee  but  you 
can  witness  right  in  your  own 
family  and  hometown. 

Having  seen  foe  way  these 
disciples  witnessed,  you  notice 
they  never  demonstrated  self¬ 
ish  desire  to  keep  Him  just  to 
themselves.  They  simply  want¬ 
ed  to  promote  Jesus  TOfo  in 
their  sffoken  word  and  in  their 
very  belief  by  following  Him. 
They  were  willing  to  allow 
Jesus  to  lead  them  and  follow 
His  plan  for  their  lives.  You 
dedae  that  this  is  what  you 
want  as  well. 

Graham  is  a  member  cf  Adaton 
Church,  Starkville. 
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HT  BX  GTCZTX  PZTF  PXT 


KBXXTF  YGCY  FTUTXYTYG, 
EPFT  YGCX  PZTF  XBXTYS 


CXR  XBXT  OJKY  UTFKPXK, 
MGBAG  XTTR  XP 


FTUTXYCXAT. 


DJLT  IBIYTTX:  KTZTX 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
ehcoded  by  letter  substitution. 
^  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 

Luke  16:16 
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Hindus  of  east  Africa  in  need  of  Gospel 


EAST  AFRICA  (BP)  — 
Kneeling  next  to  the  gigantic 
bonfire,  a  woman  fans  the 
smoke  closer  to  cleanse  her 
body.  Nearby,  a  man  rummages 
in  the'  fire,  hoping  to  extract  a 
burning  stick  to  take  home. 
Ofiiers  scoop  smoldering  ashes 
into  containers.  All  hope  these 
acts  will  cleanse  their  souls  of 
any  demons  and  bring  good 
lua(  for  the  rest  of  fi\e  year. 

Despite  heavy  rains,  thou¬ 
sands  of  Hindus  living  in  East 
Africa  recently  flcickeato  a  fes¬ 
tival  conunemoratine  the 
destruction  of  the  10-neaded 
demon,  Havana,  thousands  of 
years  ago.  This  ceremony, 
called  Dussehra,  celebrates  the 
mythical  victory  of  good  over 
e\m.  Giant  20-toot  effigies  of 
Rayana,  stuffed  with  firecrack¬ 
ers,  are  lit  with  flaming  arrows. 

A  crowd  gathers  around  a 
truck  that  carries  actors  depict¬ 
ing  the  tale  of  Prince  Rama  and 
the  10-headed  demon.  A  South 
Asian  man  points  out 
Hanuman,  the  kmg  of  mon¬ 
keys.  "Thw,"  he  says  to  his 
children.  "He's  the  hero.  With 
his  long  tail,  he  set  fire  to  die 
demons  and  helped  to  van¬ 
quish  all  evil  in  die  world." 

The  fadier  ushers  his  chil¬ 
dren  closer  to  die  burning  effi¬ 
gy  as  he  continues  the  story. 

Forced  into  exile.  Prince 
Rama's  wife  Sita  was  kid¬ 
napped  by  a  10-headed  demon 
and  held  captive  on  the  island 
of  Sri  Lmika,  the  father 
recounts.  Rama  searched  for 
her  and  finally  rescued  her 
after  she  was  located  by 
Hanuman  and  his  monkey 
army.  The  demon,  Havana,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  because  of  his 
evil  ways,  the  father  concludes. 

"This  is  an  important  cere¬ 
mony.  It  shows  the  triumph  of 
Lord  Rama  over  the  demon 
king,"  an  East  African  Hindu 


woman  says  after  kneeling  in 
prayer  next  to  the  buriung 
effigy.  "Demons  are  around 
us  every  day.  This  is  a  chance 
for  people  to  cleanse  them¬ 
es  of  dll 
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selves  oF  the  evil  within  them, 
allowing  them  to  follow  a 
path  of  virtue  and  goodness." 

A  small  but  influential 
South  Asian  population  lives 
and  works  in  East  Africa. 
Those  celebrating  Dussehra  are 
mosdy  PimjaDi  Hindus, 
descendants  of  South  Asians 
who  came  to  Africa  as  laborers 
for  the  British  Empire.  Today, 
around  500,000  live  in  East 
Africa  and  make  their  living  as 
shcmkeepers  and  businessmen. 

Christian  workers  say  the 
number  of  believers  among 
South  Asians  living  in  Africa 
reflects  the  number  of  believ¬ 
ers  in  South  Asia  --  very  few. 
A  rough  estimate  of  South 
Asians  in  the  region  has  the 
number  of  Christians  hover¬ 
ing  around  300.  Considering 
that  7,000  turned  out  on  a 
rainy  night  for  the  Dussehra 
festival,  Christian  workers 
say  more  laborers  are  needed 
to  help  spread  the  Gospel. 

Those  workers  ask  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  that: 

•  chrcxibk  ’ 
can  be  done 
Asians  where  idols  and  gods  fill 
die  bookshelves  and  wa&. 

•  workers  will  be  led  to 
South  Asians  who  have  open 
hearts  and  are  ready  to  hear 
the  Gospel  story. 

•  more  laborers  will  come 
to  help  spread  the  Gospel  in 
culturally  appropriate  ways. 

•  Goa  wm  strengtiien  and 
enable  Christian  workers  who 
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I  pray  that: 

^logical  Bible  storying 
le  m  homes  of  South 


minister  among  South  Asians 
in  Africa. 


Editor's  note:  For  more 
mation  on  outreach  in  East 
visit  http:lfimb.orgtcesa. 
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FALSE  GODS  —  About  500,000  South  Asians  live  and  work 
in  East  Africa,  most  Punjabi  Hindus  descended  from  laborers 
brought  to  Africa  during  the  British  Empire.  Many  focus  6n  the 
false  gods  of  the  Hundi  religion  for  their  deliverance.  Only 
about  300  are  Christian  believers.  (BP  photo  by  Sue  Sprenkle) 


Texas  woman  takes  on  education  bureaucracy 


DALLAS 
who  became 
"liberal-leanini 
bureaucrats  on 


—  A  stay-at-Tiome  mean 
up  with  the  influence  of 
e"  and  unelected 
content  developed  a 
simple  strategy  for  change. 

State  Board  of 
Education  (SBOE)  member 
Terri  Leo  m  Spring,  Texas, 
argued  that  the  agency 
must  "uphold  state  law"  in 
adopting  proposed  text- 
oics,con 
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roposed 

compell^  publish¬ 
ers  to  change  language  that 
tadtly  endorsed  same-sex 
marriage  in  secemdary- 
level  h^tii  books. 

B  Texas  is  one  of  22  states 
witii  a  formal  texti>ook 
adoption  process,  but 
because  it  is  the  second- 
largest  buyer  in  tiie  coun¬ 
try,  publishers  typically 
accommodate  efumges 
proposed  by  the  state  agency.  With  a  con¬ 
servative-led  SBOE  minority  influencing 
the  final  product,  books  that  meet  Texas 
standards  often  make  dieir  way  into  other 
states,  extending  the  board's  influence. 

When  the  State  Board  of  Educatiem  met 
New.  4  to  replace  11-year-old  h^th  text- 


Leo 


books,  Leo  presented  a  list  of  changes  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  agency  to  be  in  ccHimlunoe  with 
state  law.  The  former  public  scr^l  teacher, 
who  was  elected  to  flic  board  in  late  2002, 
cited  every  suspect  refensice  that  put  the 
textbooks  at  odiu  witii  flie  state's  definition 
of  marriage  as  the  union  between  a  man  and 
a  woman  and  a  statute  mandating  an  absti¬ 
nence-based  message  in  sex  education. 

'T've  never  seen  the  national  media  fly 
in  so  fast,"  Leo  told  Baptist  Press.  "The 
motion  [to  delay]  was  made  and  every¬ 
thing  broke  loose,"  she  said.  "When  we 
came  back  on  Friday,  they  asked  the  board 
if  tiiey  could  make  tiiose  leviMons  and  tiie 
boara  gave  permission  to  do  that."  - 

Leo^  motion  to  adopt  the  commission¬ 
er's  report  to  accept  all  health  textbooks, 
including  tiie  corrections,  passed  14-1.  The 
Icme  dis^t  came  from  a  Dallas  board 
member  who  wanted  more  conq>rehensive 
information  on  contraception  options. 

With  tiie  addition  of  ^a  solia  definition 
of  marriage  as  a  lifelong  commitment 
between  a  man  and  a  woman"  at  the 
beginnine  of  pertinent  instruction  in  the 
Holt  texmooKS,  Leo  gladly  dropped  her 
concern  tiiat  words  like  "partner"  and 
"couple"  could  be  misconstrued  as  refer¬ 
ences  to  same-sex  couples.  The  Glencoe 


books  traded  "partners"  for  references  to 


"husbands  anc/^wives"  or  "a  man  and  a 
woman."  A  passage  that  spoke  of  a  person 
being  "attracted  to  others"  was  changed 
to  "attracted  to  the  opposite  sex." 

"We  took  an  oath  of  office  to 'uphold 
state  law,"  Leo  said,  "and  state  law 
defines  marriage."  Because  the  SBOE  is  a 
state  agency,  Leo  argued  they  must 
abide  by  the  Texas  of  Marriage  Act's 
stfoulation  that  the  state  "may  not  give 
ef^t  to  a  public  act,  record,  or  judutial 
proceeding  that  creates,  recognizes  or 
validates  a  marriage  between  persons  of 
the  same  sex  or  a  civil  union. 

The  same  reasoning  motivated  the 
board's  preference'  for  textbooks  that 
uphold  arotinence  as  tiie  cmly  way  to  pre- 
vmt  pregn^icy  and  sexually  trarmnmed 
diseases,  pointing  to  a  1995  Texas  law  man¬ 
dating  that  abstinence  be  taught  as  the 
only  effective  means  of  preventing  preg¬ 
nancy  or  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

"It  is  not  teachers  and  health  experts, 
but  parents  who  are  picking  the  curricu¬ 
lum,"  Leo  said,  "which  is  as  it  should 
be."  Texas  law  also  gives  parents  the 
right  to  remove  a  child  from  any  portion 
of  sexuality  instruction  and  opens  cur¬ 
riculum  up  to  inspection. 


The  Baptist  Rbcord- 
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